
    Oki Golf, which owns and operates nine Puget 
Sound area golf courses, has announced it has 
sold all of its properties to a Chinese conglomerate 
called HNA Holdings for $137 million, including 
the Golf Club at Newscastle (right). Oki Golf will 
continue to operate the Puget Sound area courses 
after the sale. See Page 11 for more.

Oki Golf sells its nine golf 
courses to a Chinese group
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rules Quiz
 It is that time of the year when there are 
leaves accumulated all over the golf course.  
As luck would have it your ball is buried 
and covered with leaves.  In the process of 
searching for your ball you accidently move 
your ball.  You ask the Committee what to 
do.  Their  answer should be? See Page 2 
for the answer.

fall golf is in the air throughout the Pacific Northwest

Troon Golf offers some warm winter getaways

If you are looking for a respite from the winter weather, Troon Golf offers some terrific golf in 
Arizona at places like Troon North. for more information on what Troon has to offer, see inside.

fall golf is in the air around the Pacific Northwest. And places like The home Course in DuPont, wash. have some terrific 
colors to show off with the changing of the seasons. fall golf is always a treat around the Nw. Get out to see why.

Jade Greens will 
shut the doors for
good in November 
 Jade Greens Golf Course in Auburn, 
Wash. will close on Nov. 27 as a result of 
water issues and rising prices. The nine-hole 
course opened in 1990 as Jim and Mary Jo 
Hawk turned the property into a golf course 
and driving range. The future for the property 
is still undecided. Various options are being 
considered by current owner Jim Hawk. For 
more on the closing of Jade Greens, see 
inside this issue of Inside Golf.

Northwest amateurs
surprise professionals
at annual hudson Cup
 For the first time since 2011, and only the 
second time since 1978, the  amateurs  won the 
Hudson Cup over the PGA  professionals; while 
the senior PGA professionals prevailed against the 
senior amateurs in the Senior Hudson Cup.
 The amateurs defeated the PGA professionals 
12 1/2  points to 7 1/2 points while the senior PGA 
professionals defeated the Senior Amateurs by a 
score of 14 1/2 to 5 1/2. The event is pattterned 
after the Ryder Cup.
 Each player competed in three matches, includ-
ing a foursome match, a four-ball match, and a 
singles match.
 The 68th edition of the Hudson Cup and 25th 
Senior Hudson Cup were held concurrently at 
Fircrest  Golf Club in Tacoma.

S&V restaurant opens for
business at riverbend

Ace is definitely the
place at whispering firs

 Whispering First Golf Course, located on 
Joint Base Lewis McChord had a pair of aces in 
one day during a recent Men’s Club event. And 
both were part of the event.
 Bob Jackhim had his hole-in-one on the 139-
yard 15th hole with a 7-iron. It was the first for 
the 79 year old.
 Seventy-five-year-old Monte Craypo also 
scored his first ace on the 155-yard eighth hole 
at Whispering Firs with a 5-wood.

 There is a new restaurant at Riverbend 
Golf Course in Kent. The S&V, the new 
restaurant facility at the Riverbend Golf 
Complex, is now open for business.  There 
was an official Grand Opening in October 
to kick off the new restaurant.
 The restaurant is owned and operated 
by the owners of the Scotch  & Vine, which 
is located in  Des Moines. The S&V will 
also feature a Grab and Go at the takeout 
window at Riverbend for golfers looking for 
good as they make the turn.

Puyallup’s ryan moore 
clinches ryder Cup win
 Ryan Moore of Puyallup, Wash. 
clinched the winning point for the United 
States in a 17-11 victory over Europe to 
cap the Americans' biggest rout in 35 years 
at the Ryder Cup. The two-time PNGA 
Men's Player of the Year is just the third 
NW player to play in Ryder Cup.
 Moore's come-from-behind, 1-up vic-
tory over Lee Westwood gave the cup 
back to this side of the Atlantic for the first 
time since 2008.
 "I have no words right now," Moore said 
minutes after the win. "It was incredible to 
be where I was a week ago and then to go 
on to win the last point for the Ryder Cup, 
it's pretty amazing."
 Westwood led Moore 2-up with only 
three holes to play and Moore promptly 
shot 3-under with an eagle on hole No. 16, 
a birdie on 17, and a par on 18. As Moore 
finished his match, he wasn't aware that 
his win would clinch the whole event.
 Moore went 2-1 for the week in his first 
Ryder Cup appearance and really enjoyed 
the camaraderie of his team, especially 
as they celebrated their winning moment 
together on the 18th green.
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 Answer:  Add a one stroke 
to your score for that hole for a 
breach of Rule 18-2.  You moved 
your ball in play and the ball must 
be replaced.  

 • Inside Golf Newspaper would like to 
thank Paul Lucien for his rules insights.

Sandbagger alert: One look into the
mirror showed me who the bagger was
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Highline College’s Aimee Chomngarm.

 I will admit it - I am the first guy to be on 
the lookout for sandbaggers when I am putting 
on an event or playing in one. I always seem 
to have a fairly good radar when it comes to 
sniffing out the bags of the field.
 I have been fortunate enough to play in 
the World Amateur Handicap event in Myrtle 
Beach and the Pacific Amateur Golf Classic 
in Bend for years. Those are places where 
sandbagger thrive. But in recent years, sand-
bagging has been kept in check.
 In Myrtle Beach this year, when we checked 
the scores, there was nothing outrageous. In 
fact, many of the flight winners were over par 
net for the four days of the tournament.
 In Bend this year, the scores were legit 
through the first day, but then there was a 
sandbagger alert the second day when a 
golfer in a senior division shot an even-par 72 
with a 16 handicap for a net of 56. Whoops. 
 According the USGA and GHIN handicap 
system, a couple under par net is OK. But a 
56? Wow. The tournaments do a great job 
in making sure people show up with legit 
handicaps. But sometimes things happen. The 
tournaments are quick to make adjustments 
to the handicaps.
 But an even-par score with a 16? Come 
on. Serious sandbagger stuff.
 At the Twin Lakes Amateur, suddenly I 
found myself in the sandbagger spotlight. 
The end of the summer had been filled with 
injuries and not much golf. In fact, in Myrtle 
Beach, I didn’t play one tournament round 
because of gout in my wrist. I slowly got back 
into it shooting some bad rounds in Bend of 
85--87-92 and had no hopes at the Twin Lakes 
Amateur, I was just happy to be playing.
 On the first two holes, I sent drives into 
the woods and was lucky to make bogey. But 
after that, the golf game that seemed to be 
long gone showed up. I shot a 79 in the first 

round with my 10 handicap for a net 69.
 And in the second day, I only hit about 6 of 
18 greens but got up and down , made putts 
and shot 75 for a net 65. Suddenly, I was the 
sandbagger. My radar never saw that one 
coming. I had a target on my back after that 
weekend as a sandbagger.
 I felt bad since I am one of the biggest 
anti-sandbaggers I know. I have gone out of 
my way to make sure sandbaggers know who 
they are. One friend shot an even-par 72 with 
a 14 handicap for a net 58 at the Twin Lakes 
event. At least the target on his back was a 
hell of a lot bigger that mine was. His name 
will remain anonymous - at least for now. My 
scores got posted immediately. Wonder if his 
scores made it onto the GHIN system. Might 
have to give him a call.
 OK, I will admit sometimes a high handicap-
per will have a good round. It happens. But 
one thing is for sure - it;’ can’t happen two 
days in a row or shoot something as low as in 
the 50’s, That can’t happen. If that’s the case, 
the handicap is wrong.
 I felt bad for being a sandbagger that week-
end. I know my handicap will go down, and 
that’s the way I want it to be. But there are oth-
ers out there who want that gift certificate so 
bad that they will keep their inflated handicap 

throughout the year by either posting bogus 
scores or not posting at all.
 • A quick update from the second-year 
Highline College women’s golf program from 
the coach. The team had three tournaments 
this fall with a full team of six players. Three 
sophomores and three freshman. 
 In the third and final tournament, freshman 
Aimee Chomngarm finished tied for second 
at the Grays Harbor Invitational at The Home 
Course. It was the first trophy that the Highline 
College women’s golf team has collected. 
Hopefully this spring with more tournaments, 
there will be even more trophies collected by 
the Thunderbirds.
 
 Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf News-
paper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.
net.
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After 26 years, Jade Greens Golf Course in Auburn will shut down for business later this month.

Jade Greens will close its doors
on the golf business this month
 When the Hawk family opened Jade Greens 
Golf Course in Auburn in 1990, they thought 
it would be family business that would stand 
the test of time. For 26 years, the course was a 
popular 9-hole facility complete with driving 
range, clubhouse and practice area.
 But now, time has caught up with the Hawk 
family and Jade Greens. Water issues and rising 
prices have forced Jade Greens to close its doors 
for good Nov. 27.
 Course owner Jim Hawk said he is not sure 
what he will do with the property, which consists 
of 84 acres, including 20 acres of wetlands. 
“It’s become tougher and tougher to make the 
numbers work,” he said. 
 The family has owned the property since the 
1960s and when his mother and father got the 
golf bug in the 80s, they decided to turn their 

property into a 9-hole golf course. Hawk’s father 
designed the course, which winds around the 
wetlands and features a couple of holes with 
alternative greens.
 Hawk is making plans to sell the merchandise 
and equipment from the clubhouse and restau-
rant as well as the golf carts and everything that 
goes with the driving range.
 Hawk said that what he will miss most 
about the golf course after shutting down is the 
experience he had with his employees and the 
customers, many of which have been coming to 
play Jade Greens for years and years.
 In fact, the name of the course came from the 
Hawk’s jade collecting hobby.
 “It’s sad that is has come to this,” said Hawk. 
“We thought we would be around for a long time 
with the course.”



 A pair of golfers with ties to the Pacific North-
west finished in the top five of the Mackenzie 
Tour money standings. The Mackenzie Tour used 
to be called the Canadian Tour and is a feeder 
into the PGA Tour.
 Brock Mackenzie from Yakima and the 
University of Washington finished second with 
$84,075 and former University of Oregon player 
Aaron Wise was fourth with $65,313 as the pair 
earned an automatic promotion to the Web.com 
Tour for the 2017 season. They will be able to 
bypass qualifying and are eligible for all Web.
com events.
 
WSGA sets Ogio Fall Series
 The WSGA is continuing its successful Ogio 
Fall Series, which consists of four one-day 
tournaments, each played in different formats 
– Individual Stroke Play, 2-Person Best-Ball, 
Stableford and 2-Person Scramble. 
 The tournaments are held from October 
through early December. The first two events 
were held at Loomis Trail and at Riverbend (visit 
thewsga.org for dates of the final two events). 
 A series-long points list is being kept, and 
after the final event $1,500 in Ogio merchandise 
certificates will be distributed to the top men's 
and women's points finishers. 
 Entries are open to amateur golfers who are 
in good standing of a WSGA member club and 
have a USGA Handicap Index not exceeding 36.4 
for men and 40.4 for women.
 Each field will be broken into divisions based 
on gender and flights based on handicap index. 
Flight payouts will be awarded for gross and net 
in each division. 
 Registration is available online at thewsga.
org, or call 800-643-6410 for more informa-
tion.  With two events set for November, it is a 
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Mackenzie, Wise advance to Web.com Tour for 2017;
Riverbend sets dates for its annual winter golf series 

Brock Mackenzie

great way to keep your game sharp as the winter 
months close in.

Karns win WSGA Senior Am
 Brad Karns of Vancouver, Wash. shot 1-under 
par in the final round to win the 30th Washington 
State Senior Men’s Amateur Championship; 
while Gudmund Lindbjerg of Port Moody, B.C. 
went wire-to-wire in capturing the 9th Washing-
ton State Super Senior Men’s Amateur. This is 
the second title for Lindbjerg, having also won 
this championship in 2014.
 Both championships were held concurrently 
at Wine Valley Golf Club in Walla Walla, Wash. 
They each were contested over 54 holes of stroke 

play and conducted by the Washington State Golf 
Association (WSGA).

Wicks tops at WSGA Women’s Am
 Anita Wicks of Roseburg, Ore. shot a 2-over 
par 74 in the final round to come from behind and 
win the 30th Pacific Northwest Senior Women’s 
Amateur; while Mary Ryan of Renton, Wash. 
put together another solid round in winning the 
5th Pacific Northwest Super Senior Women’s 
Amateur.
  Both championships were held concurrently 
at Arrowhead Golf Club in Molalla, Ore. and 
were contested over 36 holes of stroke play. They 
were conducted by the Pacific Northwest Golf 
Association (PNGA).
 
Riverbend hosts Winter Series
 If you are looking for a solid series of winter 
tournaments, then Riverbend Golf Course in 
Kent has you covered.
  Riverbend  is hosting the three-event “Winter 
Series” of tournaments open to all players. The 
schedule of events includes:
 • Dec 10   Two Man Better Ball  
 • Jan 14    Two Man Scramble
 • Feb 18   Ball Buster
 These are events that Riverbend has put on 
for years and feature good prize payouts. Call 
Riverbend at 253.854-3673 for more information 
on the winter series.

Premier Golf has instructional academies
 Keep your game in top shape with Premier 
Golf’s Instruction Academy 
 If you are looking to perfect your swing or 
keep your game in top shape during the rainy 
months, the PGC Instruction Academy has 
PGA & LPGA Professionals ready to help! The 

Instruction Academy offers private and semi-
private lessons, group lessons, clinics, ladies 
nights and Get Golf Ready classes for begin-
ners. Winter golf specials are available at 10 of 
Premier Golf’s facilities, including Interbay Golf 
Center, Jackson Park Golf Course, Jefferson Park 
Golf Course, Lake Spanaway Golf Course, Fort 
Steilacoom Golf Course, Bellevue Golf Course, 
Legion Memorial Golf. For more information 
on the PGC Instruction Academy and its many 
instruction programs, visit www.premiergolfcen-
ters.com or call 206.254.6543.

PNGA’s Tom Cade wins award
 Tom Cade was awarded the NWGMA Dis-
tinguished Service Award. Cade is the long-time 
editor of Pacific Northwest Golfer magazine, 
which is published by the Pacific Northwest 
Golf Association (PNGA). He is also the senior 
director of communications for the PNGA and 
the Washington State Golf Association.
 From 2010-2015, Cade served as president 
of the Northwest Golf Media Association, and 
during his tenure he instigated the creation of the 
NWGMA website and spearheaded the creation 
and implementation of the NWGMA Scholar-
ship, and helped create the association’s “Local 
Legend” award. 

Thornton wins Chapter Championship
 Brian Thornton of Meridian Valley had rounds 
of 69-71 to win the PGA Northwest Western 
Washington Chapter Championship at Rainier 
Golf and Country Club.
 Koll Farman of Meridian Valley was second 
one shot back while Ryan Benzel of Sahalee 
tied for third with Derek Berg of Sahalee, Tim 
Feenstra of Broadmoor and Shane Prante of Fort 
Steilacoom.
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Tour Players with Northwest ties

Did you know….
 • The annual Washington 
State Golf Association Player of 
the Year awards was founded 
in 2007 to recognize the year’s 
outstanding golfers in the cat-
egories of men, women, senior 
men, senior women, men’s mid-
amateur, women’s mid-amateur, 
junior boys and junior girls.  

 • The Oregon Golf Association has named Spencer 
Tibbits and Ellie Slama 
as the Oregon Junior 
Golfers of the Year. Tib-
bits is from Vancouver 
and won several tourna-
ments and qualified for 
the U.S. Junior Amateur 
Championship. Slama is 
from Salem and also was 
named the PNGA Junior Girls Amateur of the Year.

 The team of PGA Professional Derek Berg 
of Sahalee CC (Sammamish, WA) with amateur 
John D’Amelio of Aldarra Golf Club (Sam-
mamish City, WA) won the PNW Pro-Amateur 
Championship by three strokes after firing Four-
Ball scores of 66-62-128, 16 under par.  
 Finishing in a tie for second place was PGA 
Professional John Cassidy of Alderbrook G&YC 
(Union, WA) and amateur Casey Adams of 
Chambers Bay GC (University Place, WA) with 
the team of PGA Professional Jeff Coston of 
Semiahmoo G&CC (Blaine, WA) and amateur 
Erik Hanson of Sahalee CC.
  Sponsored by National Car Rental, the Offi-
cial Rental Car of The PGA of America, the event 
is one of nearly 100 new and existing amateur 
tournaments across the 41 PGA of America 
Sections nationwide being linked together to 
form the Pro-Am Series.  National created the 
tournaments to help further the PGA of America’s 
mission to grow interest and participation in the 
game of golf at local levels.

Washington finishes fifth at USGA Team
 The Washington team finished fifth at the 
USGA’s Men’s Team Championship, which was 
held at the Country Club of Birmingham. The 
Washington team finished with a score of 430 
for the three rounds of the tournament. 

Berg, D’Amelio win Pro-Am crown;
Washington fifth at USGA tourney

Erik Hanson led Washington to fifth place.

 Individually former Major League baseball 
pitcher Erik Hanson led the way with a 214 total 
for the three rounds Reid Hatley shot a 216 while 
Tom Brandes finished with a 228 total.
 The team from Oregon, which included Jesse 
Heinly, Connor Barr and Justin Kadin, missed the 
cut after the first two rounds of the tournament.

PGA Tour 
 • Kevin Chappell • Kirkland • 81st on the list with $20,496
 • Ben Crane • Portland • No Events
 • Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • No Events
 • Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 51st on the list with $40,833
 • Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 71st on the list with $23,516
 • Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 31st on the list with $101,500
 • Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • No Events
 • Alex Prugh • Spokane • 202nd on the list with $135,437
 • Michael Putnam • Tacoma •  No Events
 • Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 44th on the list with $60,000
 • Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • No Cuts Made
     • Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • No Cuts Made

web.com Tour 
 • Jason Allred • Ashland • No Events
 • Jeff Gove • Seattle • No Events
 • Scott Harrington • Portland • No Events
 • Brock Mackenzie • Yakima •  No Events
 • Alex Prugh • Spokane • No Events
 • Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • No Events
 • Aaron Wise • Ex-Oregon • No Events
 • Andrew Yun • Tacoma • No Events

Champions Tour-
  • Fred Couples • Seattle • 63rd on the list with $215,800
 • Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 101st on the list with $52,521
 • Brian Henninger • Eugene • 68th on the list with $193,512
 • Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 120th on the list with $27,042
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 13th on the list with $921,827

mackenzie Tour (Canada)
  • Cameron Peck • Olympia • 23rd on the list with $26,789
 • Chris Williams • Ex-UW • 81st on the list with $5,933

lPGA Tour 
 • SooBin Kim • Ex-UW • 155th on the list with $13,576
 • Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 110th on the list with $68,117

lPGA Symetra Tour
 • Molly Aronsson • Ex-UW • No Events
 • Kelli Bowers • Chelan • No Events
 • Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
 • Mallory Kent • Seattle • 141st on the list with $2,429
 • Erynne Lee • Silverdale • 17th on the list with $50,267
 • Kristen Rue • Gig Harbor • 187th on the list with $647
 • Renee Skidmore • Everett • No Events
 • Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • No Events
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The Lesson Tee: Winter golf practice is the right 
way to get going with your solid ball striking
 I know it's November.  I know its cold and 
wet.  I also know, November through March 
is a great time to improve our golf game and 
get ready for the 2017 season.
 Whether we work on our ball striking tech-
nique; the mental side of golf; our wedge play; 
pitching; bunker play or putting.  
 The winter months are a great time to 
improve and come out flying in the spring.  I 
know it has worked for me and my students.  
My dry warm academy building sure helps 
too.
 I  did a segment on my website with my 
friend, Tom Lehman, called "5 Questions."  
Tom is a past British Open Champion and a 
past PGA Tour Player of the Year.  Tom has 
always been known as a tremendous ball 
striker.  (I encourage you to check it out on 
my website, jeffcoston.com)
 Tom talks about striking the ball solidly; 
coming in on a shallow approach to the golf 
ball; and little rotation of the club face through 
the hitting area.  We are definitely on the 
same page. Let's focus on solid strikes of 
the golf ball.  Like Tom Lehman, I have seen 
so much success in my own game and that 
of my students from swinging on the proper 
swing plane!  Most golfers approach the golf 
ball on a steep path.  
 Like Lehman and most successful ball 
strikers a shallow approach or on plane ap-
proach to the golf ball leads to a proper more 
solid strike!  It is also true that with a shallow 
on plane approach there is less call for over 
release or rotation of the club head.  There 
is less curve and less timing involved.  It is 
also untrue that a shallow on plane path and 
approach produces only a draw.  Although 
most golfers would die for a draw.
 Secondly, if golfers would have a more 

stable or centered turn with less weight shift 
off the ball they would hit more solid strikes 
of the golf ball. (Rickie Fowler photo 2)  When 
I grew up shifting ones weight was taught to 
everyone.  
 True physics says movement of your axis 
and fulcrum not only changes the arc of the 
swing; it also slows it down.  I wish I was 
smart enough to of figured this out years ago.  
I would have less gray hair and won more 
tournaments.
 Thirdly; here is a revealing and a super drill.  
Place a piece of plywood 2 1/2 clubheads 
behind the golf ball.  Paint a line where the ball 
sits and another line six inches in front of the 
ball.  (photo 3)  Make solid strikes without hit-
ting the plywood and create a divot between 
the two lines. You can also hit shots in this 
station. Photo 4 gives you an idea about how 
it all comes together when all the pieces are 
in place for the swing.

 Jeff Coston is the all-time major tournament 
winner in the history of Pacific Northwest PGA 
golf.  He has played the PGA Tour, Web.com and 
Champions Tour.  Jeff can be reached for appoint-
ment at Semiahmoo by calling 360-201-4590.  See 
jeffcoston.com.

Photo 1 Photo 2

Photo 3 Photo 4
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Southern Dunes is part of Troon Golf in Arizona.

Looking for a winter getaway from the NW?
See what Troon has to offer up in Phoenix
 When the weather begins to take a turn for 
the worse in the Pacific Northwest, many golfers 
don’t hang their clubs up for the season. They 
jump on a plane and head to warmer locales for a 
winter fix of golf in destinations such as Phoenix/
Scottsdale, Palm Springs, Tucson and the like. In 
all there is one common denominator: Troon. 
 Troon is the world’s largest golf course 
management company with courses around the 
country and around the world. But for those 
Pacific Northwest golfers needing a close fix of 
sun and golf in the winter months, Arizona is the 
easiest and quickest getaway. 
 Troon oversees the operations at multiple Top 
100 courses in Arizona and many of the Grand 
Canyon State’s must plays. Each recognized for 
outstanding conditions and set in stunning loca-

tions that capture the essence of the Southwest.  
From the awe-inspiring magnificence of Troon 
North Golf Club in Scottsdale, to the fun filled 
golf at The Westin Kierland Resort & Spa, each 
facility is maintained to impeccable standards, 
a Troon hallmark. Golfers headed to the Ari-
zona and to Troon can plan their vacation with 
confidence knowing that no less than 11 Troon 
affiliated courses are ranked in Golfweek’s Best: 
State-by-State Courses You Can Play for 2016. 
Speaking of vacations, Troon makes it easy to 
plan your next Arizona getaway with custom-
ized packages via Troon Golf Vacations (visit 
www.TroonGolfVacations.com or call 1 (800) 
243-5281). Or, for details not only on pack-
ages but group outings and tee times visit www.
TroonGolfAZ.com

 There are plenty of courses in the Phoenix area 
to choose from to tee it up at when you want to 
make the escape from the Pacific Northwest in 
the winter months.
 Phoenix/Scottsdale area courses within the 
Troon Golf portfolio include: Ak-Chin Southern 
Dunes Golf Club, The Boulders (two courses), 
Copper Canyon Golf Club, Golf Club of Es-
trella, Lookout Mountain Golf Club, Ocotillo 
Golf Resort (27 holes), The Phoenician, Poston 
Butte Golf Club, SunRidge Canyon Golf Club, 
Troon North Golf Club (two courses), The Westin 
Kierland Golf Club and Whirlwind Golf Club 
at Wild Horse Pass (two courses). Tucson area 
courses include: The Gallery Golf Club, El Con-
quistador Golf & Tennis, The Westin La Paloma 
and Sewailo at Casino Del Sol.
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Rules of the Game: Is there any chance that 
the rules of golf can be more fun for players?

 The Rules of Golf (RoG) are frequently 
criticized for being too complicated.  In ad-
dition to the 34 Rules, there are Etiquette, 
Definitions, and Appendices, plus the roughly 
1,200 Decisions on the Rules of Golf.  It takes 
a long time just to read all that material, let 
alone develop a good understanding of it.  And 
the complexity of the Rules has been cited as 
a deterrent to people taking up the game.
 So some folks at the Golf Channel created 
something they call the Golf Channel Relaxed 
Rules of Golf (GCRRoG).  They are shown 
in an exhibit accompanying this article.  As 
you can see, there are only 7 Rules, with no 
Etiquette, no Definitions, no Appendices, and 
no Decisions.  As a result, this is obviously an 
extreme example of how one might simplify 
the RoG.
 The developers of the GCRRoG believe 
that their Rules can help beginning golfers 
have more fun with the game.  But this set of 
Rules is flawed.  For example, you couldn’t 
conduct a stroke play tournament with #4, #5, 
and #7 in effect, because all players would not 
be treated equally.
 So I have a different suggestion for begin-

ning golfers.  I think that beginning golfers 
should just ignore the Rules entirely.  And 
yes, I’m a Rules Official saying that.  Don’t 
let the volume and complexity of the Rules be 
an impediment to learning the game.  Instead, 
just focus on the fundamentals of the game, 
work on hitting shots, and have fun with it.  If 
and when players advance to the point where 
they want to have a handicap and compete 
in tournaments, then they need to know the 
RoG.  Why?  Because at that point, they are 
comparing scores with other players, and that 

comparison only works if all players use the 
same set of Rules, the RoG.
 In recognition of the opinion that the RoG 
are too complicated, the R&A and the USGA 
have established a special project to assess 
whether and how the RoG might be simplified 
and clarified.  It is called the Rules Moderniza-
tion Project.  
 Personally, I think this project is long over-
due.  Those interested in following this project 
should check the USGA web site (USGA.org) 
periodically for updates.
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All Golf lessons 

$25 
Steve Dubsky, 

   PGA Golf Professional
253-246-7619

      •  Beginning Golfers
•  Junior Golfers
 •  Senior Golfers

 9 years and under FREE

Thank You Jade Greens for 6 wonderful years.
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 Score workshops connect small bushiness owners with mentors who help them lay out a bushi-
ness plan.  At one of the Score workshops Willis Olson met Jay Thompson who was working as 
a mentor and the two found that they had similar skills and interests and hit it off immediately. 
 Thompson had played golf for a living in tournaments in California and Mexico and realized the 
importance of the mental side of the game so he enrolled in the American Hypnotherapy School in 
Honolulu. He has written three golf books: EFT The Science of Deliberate Practice, Let the Good 
Putts Roll and Golf for Beginners.
 Willis Olson’s interest in the minds affect on sports performance began when he was running 
marathons regularly. He spent over five years studying the effect of mental management on sports 
performance. Along the way Olson switched his passion from running to golf and began studying 
the specific mental techniques as it relates to golf performance. He has studied hypnotherapy and 
is a registered clinical hypnotherapist. 
 Thompson and Olson have combined their knowledge and skills to start a monthly school called 
Mental Golf Clinic where they hope to appeal to the passionate golfers, much like themselves. 
 The clinics teach how to harness the use of the mind as it relates to golf permanence. They teach 
relaxation techniques, how to block out negative and confusing thoughts, visualization techniques 
and how to “get into the zone.” 
 To sign up for the Mental Golf Clinic in your area, or to find out more information, you can call 
them at (206) 362-4400 or (206) 856-8476.

New mental golf clinic designed to help golfers improve

Jay Thompson Willis Olson
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Indian Summer is one of the courses that Oki Golf has sold to Chinese conglomerate HNA Holdings.

Chinese company makes its
presence known in the NW
by buying Oki Golf courses 
 Oki Golf has been one of the big names in golf 
in the Pacific Northwest for years. The company 
will still be a name, but now will only operate 
its nine courses not own them after selling the 
courses to a Chinese conglomerate called HNA 
Holdings. The sale was announced in October.
 The sale price was $137.5 million and HNA 
Holdings is a unit of a Hong Kong-based com-
pany that runs a variety of ventures including 
airlines, hotels and businesses around the world 
that deal in financial services and real estate. 
 Oki Golf will continue to operate all of its nine 
courses, which include the Golf Club at News-
castle, Hawk’s Prairie, Washington National, 

Trophy Lake, Redmond Ridge, Harbour Pointe, 
the Plateau Club and Indian Summer. The Plateau 
Club and Indian Summer are private clubs. Oki 
Golf did own Echo Falls but sold it earlier, and 
still operates the facility.
 HNA Holdings owns Hainan Airlines, which 
flies between Seattle and China. The company 
recently bought the Carlson Hotels, which oper-
ates such places as the Radisson,
 Scott Oki, who began the company and is a 
former Microsoft executive, said in a statement 
he was “approached several times regarding ac-
quisition.” The company decided to sell because 
HNA offers the right financial and cultural fit.




